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adopted for destroying the U-boats. By the autumn the
country was out of danger.
The United States, as had been expected, declared war on
the Central Powers ; but this important addition to the allied
strength was for a time counterbalanced by the defection of
Russia. The appalling suffering inflicted upon the poorer
classes in that country by the war gave an opportunity to
revolutionary forces that had long been working underground
against the despotism of the Czar's government. The Czar
was forced to abdicate, and a group of Communists known as
Bolsh viks gained control. Their first act was to make an
armistice as a preliminary to a reorganisation of Russia in
accordance with their own political and social faith.
Several more futile " offensives " were made on the Western
Front. At the time it was hoped that these attacks were wear-
ing out the enemy's strength ; but we know now that our losses
were always greater than theirs. Almost the only bright spot
amid the general gloom with which the year ended was Allenby's
capture of Palestine from the Turks. But it seemed a long
way from Jerusalem to Berlin !
§ 336. 1918 : disaster—triumph—abmistice.—The eco-
nomic blockade with which the Allies (and especially the British
navy) had ringed the Central Powers around caused great
privations among their civil population as well as among their
troops, and they were now running short of commodities
essential to carrying on the war. They entered upon the cam-
paign of 1918 determined to force matters to an immediate
issue before the American army appeared on the Western
Front. The collapse of Russia enabled them to concentrate
almost their whole strength on that front • and Ludendorff,
who was now Commander-in-Chief, had devised new methods
of attack which promised to be more successful than anything
attempted in the past.
The Allies knew something of what was in store for them,
and set up a joint Council of War in Paris to unify their de-

